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NEWSLETTER

Director’s Note

Woah, it's Pride season! For all of you who might not know, the third week of June is
traditionally the time when LGBT pride events happen all across the country. Needless
to say, this is one of the best places to reach a bunch of LGBT folk with tobacco mes-
saging and | know many of us around the country are crazy busy putting some great
stuff together for the events. Personally, | want to be at Minnesota Pride this year,
where | think Loretta Worthington and Ryan Lee are going to really create a big
splash with tobacco control activities.

Good luck to all of us as we prepare, and be sure to read about our own tiny foray into
helping some local prides show out with style below.

Well, it's true, UNC’s School of Public Health successfully Stumped the Scientist!
Joseph Lee, Gabe Griffin, and Dr. Cathy Melvin got to work and found 19 new LGBT
tobacco articles that our intrepid CDC scientist, Heather Ryan, didn’t have on her online
bibliography. Buuuuutttt, CDC is not done yet. Seems now Heather remembers that
she's got more articles she can locate too, so she wants a rematch. In her own words,
"I'd like to see what folks could do once | stop toying around and go all out." Woah! So
great job UNC team, cause the score now is UNC-1, CDC-0. But stay tuned, because
CDC is not out yet! And most importantly for us mere mortals, this means if you want to
roam through every article ever published that talks about LGBT tobacco, see our anno-
tated bibliography in our library, use it for those grants folks, and get us all more money
to work with.

I'll get on with the newsletter but just one last note, organizing is starting for the 2008
LGBTI Anti-Tobacco Summit, so keep your eyes out for a save the date very soon,
and look for the summit to be held in September or October of this year.

Current Opportunities

Small Innovative Grants Program. The American Legacy Foundation is accepting Let-
ters of Intent for the Small Innovative Grants Program. This program supports projects
that advance creative, promising solutions based on sound principles of tobacco control
to remedy the harm caused by tobacco use in America. The deadline is Friday, May 23,
2008, 5:00pm eastern time. For guidelines and application instructions, visit: http://
www.americanlegacy.org/1710.aspx

For the far-travelling, there’s also a few more days to get abstracts in for the next World
Conference on Tobacco or Health, in Mumbai India. Abstracts are due Friday. See
more info at http://www.14wctoh.org/.

Project and Resource Highlights
It's true, at long last we have debuted the new cool publication we’ve

been dreaming of for a year, Sharing Our Lessons, Issue 1.

e —_— We’'re hoping to roam around the country doing interviews with folks

Ersarresamn  who are doing cool LGBT tobacco control work and print each inter-
view up in a short sweet newsletter type format called Sharing Our
Lessons.

For the first edition, we cheated a bit, and edited down the amazing
case study done in Colorado by Jennifer Woodard talking about
- El . . . .
I: ————— how they grew a statewide network from nothing to everything in a
little over a year. You can catch the full case study in our online li-
brary, but we're happy to say, we just mailed 400 of the short versions out to a variety of
state and local leaders as the debut issue of Sharing Our Lessons.

Do you think we should highlight your project next? Give us a shout.

News From the Field

Congratulations to The DC Center for receiving a $10,000 grant for grassroots out-
reach and a social marketing campaign addressing smoking in the LGBT community
and among people living with HIV/AIDS! The Center will be doing outreach at pride
events, and helping their partner, DC Tobacco Free Families, develop effective mes-
sages to encourage LGBT folks in DC to take advantage free services to help them quit
smoking. DC residents can get free Nicoderm patches, commit lozenges, and counsel-
ing to make quitting easier by calling 1 800 QUIT-NOW.

Do you know we’re one of the few countries where pharmacies can sell ciga-
rettes? Congratulations to Bob Gordon and the folk out in California for pushing to
change that. And they are happy to announce that the San Francisco Mayor just Pro-
posed the first law in the United States to prohibit sales of tobacco in pharmacies. If
passed as proposed, pharmacies including Walgreens and Rite Aid would see their to-
bacco retailer permits expire in the Fall of 2008. Want to learn more about this or read
recent press coverage? Go to http://www.lgbtpartnership.org/pharmacy.html. Want to be
a public supporter? Email your name to Bob Gordon at bob@lIgbtpartnership.org. Your

name will then be added _
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iQuit, the internet based LGBT cessation program, is up and running — great job to
Gary Humfleet from UCSF for bringing it back. This program is a great tool for the
many LGBT people who aren’t within spitting distance of a tailored cessation group, so
spread the word about it! Gary is looking for places to put his promotional materials ad-
vertising IQUIT, so tell him you need some in your town too! Contact him at
ghumfleet@Ippi.ucsf.edu.

On March 21-24, we were able to send 2 scholarship winners, Earl Fowlkes from
Washington D.C. and Bob Gordon form San Francisco, CA, to the Gay Men’s Health
Leadership Academy. This academy is designed to give participants access to cut-
ting-edge thinking about the gay men's health movement in the US and abroad, and to
connect community leaders to an international network of gay men's health organizers
and activists. Because our community is slow to think of tobacco as a pressing commu-
nity issue, nobody showed up for the workshop led by Bob. On the bright side, he felt
like he still made a difference individually by connecting with people one by one and
bringing tobacco to the forefront of their minds. Find more of Bob’s thoughts here.

We sent one scholarship winner, Tim Grollmes from Omaha, Nebraska, to Promis-
ing Practices from the Field: Tobacco Control Strategies for Priority Popula-
tions. This conference was offered by the Health Education Council, as part of its Na-
tional Network on Tobacco Prevention and Poverty and National African American To-
bacco Education Network programs. It took place April 23- 24 in Detroit, Michigan.
There were opportunities to learn promising practices, to hear about statewide suc-
cesses in reaching low SES and African American populations, highlight successful ef-
forts to develop and implement tobacco policy changes within organizations that primar-
ily serve priority populations, and to network and exchange information with other to-
bacco control professionals. Click here to see what he had to say about the conference.

News From the Network

For the first time, the National LGBT TCN is working with local partners to have a
strong presence at several Pride events across the country, including St. Louis, Mis-
souri; Cleveland, Ohio; and Boston, Massachusetts. Our goal will be to increase
awareness within the LGBT community about the effects of tobacco and the tobacco
industry as a beginning step to getting community involvement in tobacco control and
prevention. Local partners will be distributing fun educational materials and we are also
debuting our new LGBT educational ad in several pride guides. This ad is available for
anyone to use, so contact us if you would like to run it locally too.

Our Program Manager, Marta Perrupato, attended the Black and Brown Summit
in Philadelphia on April 24-25. It was an amazing opportunity for a group of leaders
from the LGBT African American and Latino communities to engage in facilitated discus-
sions around their future roles in the LGBT movement. Workshops included exploring
the history of black and brown LGBT history through storytelling sessions by our elders,
exploring the stereotypes and obstacles that keep LGBT black and brown communities
from working in coalition, and discussing the issues that we face as a community
(including health issues and access to health care, capacity building within LGBT people
of color organizations, and equality of representation of black/brown people in LGBT
institutions). At the end of the day, attendees rallied together to discuss how to best
come together as a National Black and Brown Coalition. It was a hugely successful
event that holds much promise.

It is with a heavy heart that we announce that the same Marta, who has been such
an asset to NatNet for almost two years now, has announced she will be leaving us in
early June. Marta’s calm stewardship, endlessly optimistic outlook, and crazy hard work
will be missed by all of us; she has truly been a key element in this Network getting to
where it is today. Feel free to wish her good luck here: mperrupato@fenwayhealth.org
and catch our fully unauthorized Marta farewell slideshow here! We'll miss you!

Marta’s note: | am thankful to have had the opportunity to work with many of
you - amazing, dedicated individuals over the last two years. Thanks so much for
making this job that much more interesting and fun! I look forward to running
into you again as | continue my work as an LGBT health advocate. Be well, and

keep up the good fight!

Well have a great month!
Sincerely,

Scout
The National LGBT Tobacco Control Network
Igbttobacco@gmail.com




